Karnan Malayalam Novel is a famous work of fiction by Mahakavi R. K. Narayanan. It is considered as one of the best works in the history of Indian literature and it has been translated to numerous regional languages across India and abroad. The central character in this novel, Karnan is a young Brahmin boy from Kerala, who embarks on a spiritual quest to achieve salvation or moksha from worldly
woes born out of his devout love for Vishnu and thirst for knowledge. He is the central character in the novel.

This book is written by Narayanan, who is also known as K. R. Narayanan, at the age of 19 years and 10 months, which makes it one of the earliest novels ever written in Malayalam. It was published in 1935 and chronicles all aspects of his life including his love for poetry and his passion for religion. He wrote this book at just 19 years old. The author narrates the story through the eyes of Karnan, a
young Brahmin boy from Kerala who goes on to undergo an immense spiritual journey across India to achieve moksha or salvation through worldly life lessons thereby liberating himself from bondage. It is generally divided into three parts. First part of this book, starting from the first chapter is about his childhood life. Second part is about his youth life. Third part is about him becoming an ascetic.
He stays in the forest, meditating on Vishnu's feet, eating wild fruits and leaves there itself. Ultimately he becomes an ascetic, attains salvation and moksha, thus ending the novel on a happy note for him with his initiation into sanyasa or asceticism by Krishna himself who also teaches him the secrets of performing miracles through simple mantras of Vishnu's names. Karnan is a well-educated priest,
who is an expert in all the four vedas. He also has knowledge of all modern sciences and ancient arts. He won many titles in the field of Vedic debate contest during his childhood. He falls in love with Aryamba, his neighbor girl who belongs to a family of Brahmins, but Aryamba's father opposes their relationship. To get away from this, Karnan leaves his house along with two other friends and goes on
to explore India. They find refuge in different places during their tour which includes Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka among other states. Finally they reach the Himalayas and meet the sage Medhasananda, who helps them in their spiritual quest. It is during this tour he loses his friends and reaches Golok, where Karnan constantly feels the presence of God who has come to teach
him lessons. Finally he attains moksha or liberation from worldly life and reaches Vishnu's abode. R. K Narayanan is a great writer in Malayalam literature. Karnan was a great work by him at a very young age compared to other writers. It was published when he was 19 years old, which is quite rare in the history of Malayalam litrature. He wrote most of his famous works during 1940s-1952 .
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